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Workshop on interdisciplinary research and knowledge transfer




SESIÓN 1: DOCUMENTOS, CONTEXTOS Y POLÍTICAS PARA LA TRANSFERENCIA DE CONOCIMIENTO INTERDISCIPLINAR
Título de la presentación: El Parque de Investigación Biomédica de Barcelona (PRBB)

Presentación a cargo de: Dr. Reimund Fickert

1. Contexto y expectativas previas a la realización del documento o proyecto. 
	PRBB? What was it going to be? (taken from 2000)

An urban science park
„A novel project intended to reinforce the role of the city of Barcelona and Catalonia in the field of Biomedicine 

A tool for promoting a strategic area of knowledge, through the interaction of 
„Excellence in Biomedical Research
„Innovative teaching in Life and Health Sciences studies
„High-quality health care 

An opportunity for the concentration of resources in emergent areas of knowledge (Human Biology and Medicine) 

Some basic characteristics of the project

· Construction and exploitation of the new building.

· Located at Barceloneta’s beach, next to the Hospital del Mar. 

· Estimated investment of around 60 M€ (125 M€ real cost)

· Singular building of 28,000 m2 of high architectonic value and equipped with the most modern technological advances. (real: 55,000 m2, of which 40,000 m2 is research space)

· The new building will hold more than 1,000 people including researchers, professors, students, and technical support personnel and administration. (1,400 peolple in 2013

· It is intended that the PRBB will be completely operative during the first semester of the year 2003 (was inaugurated in May 2006)





2. Contenido y proceso de elaboración del plan. 

	History of the Barcelona Biomedical Research Park (PRBB)

· 1985-1988: First actions to promote the research park “Parc del Mar”.

· May 1991: Registered in the urbanistic plan of Barcelona.

· 1991 - 1999: Crossing the dessert.

· May 1999-July 2000: Final political agreements between different institutions.

· September 2000: Start of the construction.

· May 2006: Inauguration of the park

Key elements:
· A trusted scientific leader and visionary: Jordi Camí

· Having something to build upon: IMIM, CRG & UPF

· Pursuing a critical mass

· Change the status quo: shared spaces and resources, inter-institutional coalition

· Scientific equipment needs to be top

· Attract excellent scientists

· Focus on specific areas

· Change the plan when necessary

· Learn to live with consensus as the main decision tool

· Be pragmatic!




3. Valoración del plan o proyecto a posteriori.
	Some data: from pre-PRBB to a leading player in biomedical research 
                                      2003 *             2013

m2                                12,000          40,000

Residents                           517            1,379



Entities                                  3                   7

Research groups                  60            >100

R&D spending/y            18 M€       >80 M€

Publications/y                      368          1,148

Conferences/y                        ?               357

ERC Grants                            -                  17  
* before the inauguration of PRBB, scientific activity took place 
at buildings next to the PRBB site.

Issues that enhance multi-disciplinarity
· Open and shared spaces are great, but not enough.

· Social activities help to cultivate different cultures: Beach volleyball (>500 players), choir, yoga,...

· An internal and exclusive training program has proven to be crucial.

· An outstanding conference program mobilizes people. 

· Success is infectious. Talk about the winners.

· It’s easier when the scientists belong to one community.

More information: www.prbb.org 



	


